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Africa rising is not 
really about Africa



- Mineral resource extraction
- Access to African market

Technology ; Infrastructure; conflict
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The challenge of African Cities

Urbanization of poverty 
- 61.7% (273million Urban Residents live in Slums 

- 80% in Informal Employment; 60% Youth  unemployment

Agglomeration without industrialization
- Largely Dependent on Natural Resource Extraction

- Development Aid(US $55 billion @2013)  

- Foreign Investment (US $80 billion @2014).







‘’Smart cities are the key to 

Africa’s industrial 

revolution,, (Huet, 2016). 

‘’Smart cities are an 

opportunity for African 

cities to leapfrog into the 

mid-21st century,, - (Deloitte, 2016)

‘’African cities can through 

the successful adoption of 

the ideology and technology 

of the smart city agenda 

become globally 

competitive,, - ( Deloitte, 2016)



’A city can be defined as ‘smart’ when investments in human and 
social capital, and traditional (transport) and modern (ICT) 
communication infrastructure fuel sustainable economic development 
and a high quality of life, with a wise management of natural 
resources,,  (Deloitte, 2014



Smart Urbanism: dimensions

• Technology
• People
• Systems



Technology
A smart city is an intelligent and interconnected 
city which has the competence to collect and 
link real life data through the use of meters, 
personal devices, sensors and appliances (Kitchin (2014) 
and Vanolo (2014). 

promoted by international technology 
corporations who are aggressively seeking to 
expand their product uptake to the emerging 

African market(MOUD, 2014). 





People
A smart city is one with advanced education, 
better educated people, skilled and trained 
labour force (Florida, 2002; Communian, 2010, Thuzar, 2011).

This notion is envisioned as  the ‘Creative 
class’ and promoted by international 

consulting firms who posit that Africa is 
growing economically and thus is set to 

urbanize rapidly with an emerging middle 
class. Hence, the upsurge of gated 

communities and luxury enclaves (Datta, 2015; 
Rappoport, 2015; Wiig, 2016). 





‘’ IIBC is self-sustaining, climate 
proof, smart, secure and eco-
friendly.

It is a city designed for those no 
longer satisfied with the status 
quo but yearn for the next-level. 
This is a city for makers, creators, 
designers, thinkers, leaders, and 
visionaries. This is a city for the 
greats,,

‘’We are also quite passionate 
about bringing luxury living to 
Lagosians. The word affordable 
is relative, but I can tell you that 
hard working Nigerians and 
international firms will be able 
to make IIBC their abode.





“The plan is beautiful, the new city is 
good, but who are  they  for…. 

……Where are normal 

people going to sleep 

tonight?,,

17



• Orange Island – 150ha

• Gracefield Island.

• Ostia Island  - 100ha for Mixed Use Developmnent

• Olumegbon Royal Land – 6.6ha - Palaver Island 

• Makoko Extension  - 54.58ha 

• Majidun – Awori

• Kings City Island  - vgc extension – 150ha
https://lagosstate.gov.ng/blog/2020/05/27/lagos-to-create-more-islands-to-curb-land-scarcity/



Systems

A smart city is a series of actions which cities 
undertake towards innovation in management, 
technology, and policy (Gil-Garcia et al. 2012;2015; Anthopoulous, 

2017). 

This notion aligns with the world class and 
global city rankings, in tandem with the 

neo-liberal underpinnings of city 
categorizations ( Yadav and Patel, 2015; Robinson, 2002). 



IESE 2018 Cities in Motion
project

Ranked level of 
development of 165 cities, 
across nine dimensions 
with indicators including 
the number of terrorist 
attacks and number of 
Apple stores in each city.
• Tunis (134)
• Cape Town (143)
• Casablanca (148)
• Johannesburg (156)
• Cairo (157)
• Nairobi (161) 
• Lagos (164). 

AT Kearney Global Cities 
Index

Ranked 135 cities based on indicators 
across nine dimensions including 
foreign born population, international 
schools, Fortune 500 companies, 
global service firms, broadband 
subscribers, online presence, cultural 
experience (museums, 

• Casablanca (103)

• Johannesburg (109)

• Cairo (112 )

• Cape Town (113)

• Tunis (118)

• Nairobi (121) 

• Lagos (133)



The framing of smart urbanization brings together two 
problematic neoliberal urban visions 

1. that the use of ICT will drive economic growth and 
urban prosperity – led by foreign technology interests

2. that urban governance can be more efficient, 
manageable and transparent by infusion of 
technology – driven by foreign investment interests

What current framing of smart urbanism doesn’t do 

- Prioritize local challenges and specific contexts

- Recognize local agency 

- Recognise that Automation is not a universal solution  



Is COVID-19 a tech problem??



COVID19? What do we know?

• Global problem with local contexts

• Largely urban health challenge 

• Housing and Urban Planning play significant role in 
its spread and/or containment

• Spatial density, socio-economic inequality, basic 
services and access to health care are fundamental 
issues impeding containment

• Weak Local Governance structure – a clear gap in 
community sensitization and response



Life as we know it can 
never be the same again 





In the response to COVID-19, priority is on 
the use of ICT to drive economic growth and 
address pandemic related challenges, 
without necessarily addressing structural 
gaps that have increased COVID-19 
vulnerability  of the population



Gaps 

• Prioritize local challenges and specific contexts 
regarding primary health and emergency health care

• Recognize local agency of communities and mutual-
aid networks

• Seize opportunity for policy change in housing, urban 
planning, basic service and healthcare provision 

• Seize opportunity to address urban socio-economic 
inequities

• Strengthen Local Governance structure



A new narrative is needed for African 
cities that is not romantic but 

REALISTIC.”

– Jean-Pierre Elong Mbassi

Developing this narrative is where Urban 
Research comes in



Lavatories before Laptops: 

‘’A country's capacity to absorb and 
benefit from new technology depends on 
the availability of more basic forms of 
infrastructure,,

- (World Economic Prospects, World Bank, 2008).



Opportunities for urban research
• Understanding what Innovation really means for African 

cities

• Smart urbanism as a mean and not an end

• Basic service provision using technology

• Recognise and amplify local urban agency



COVID-19: What should social sciences/humanities 
researchers be looking at?

• Everything!!! 

• What does the past tell us about the present? And how do we use 
this knowledge to prepare for a better future?

• Impact on education, travel and social interaction, livelihoods.

• Querying the status quo regarding urban theory and practice 

• Highlighting agency amplified through mutual aid networks and local 
communities 

• Innovation for disaster management and building resilient urban 
futures 

• Non-contact research methodologies

• Science-Policy Linkages

• Science communication for a non-scientific audience 

• Collaboration 


