
























Definition of bibliography
 A Reference list that:
- describes the nature and the type of the materials 
- provides all the necessary information to find and 

locate the materials
____
The compilation of all the documents used for the study, 
that may include:
- any kind of texts 
- audio or video documents 
- websites, web-documents
- visual materials (paintings, drawings…)

The documents and the sources materials have to be 
differentiated and separated. 



Importance of the bibliography
 According to the academic conventions and rules, 

whenever a paper is written, all the documents and 
sources used must be mentioned, either in the 
footnotes, at the end of each chapter, or at the end 
of the book. 

 The bibliography shows the seriousness of your 
work. It ensures that the information you gave is 
based on facts and genuine research.  

 Absence of bibliography is typical of non-academic 
work. It may also be a sign of plagiarism 



Where to insert the bibliography?

 Different places for the bibliography in the 
document:

- Complete references in the footnotes and no list at 
the end 

- Bibliography at the end of each chapter                        
(+ references in the text or on the footnotes)

- General bibliography at the end of the book (or the 
thesis)



Thematic or Alphabetical?

Bibliography at the end of each chapter 
Alphabetical only

General bibliography at the end of a book
 Generally alphabetical but can be both

General bibliography at the end of a PhD thesis 
 Often thematic 
 Sometimes 2 Bibliographies (1 thematic and                

1 alphabetical)



Bibliography and Sources
 Differentiation between:
- Academic publications, Edited works
- Primary and Secondary Sources

 Bibliography only includes edited and published 
documents 

 Sources must be presented separately (as rigorously 
as the bibliography) and organized by type of 
documents (archives, oral sources, printed 
sources…)



Presentation of the 
bibliography

 It has to be homogenous and clear:

- Title ‘Bibliography’ or ‘references’ visible

- Same font and same font size

- Regular alignment

- Text justified

 It must follow International standards and 
correspond to an existing format (APA, MLA, 
Chicago Manual, Harvard writing)







Format Examples
APA Format for books: 
Author's last name, first initial. (Publication date). Book 
title. Additional information. City of publication: 
Publishing company.

Examples: 

- Allen, T. (1974). Vanishing wildlife of North America. 
Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society.

- Boorstin, D. (1992). The creators: A history of the heroes 
of the imagination. New York: Random House. 



APA Format for Magazine & Newspaper Articles:
Author's last name, first initial. (Publication date). Article 
title. Periodical title, volume number(issue number if 
available), inclusive pages. 

Examples:

- Harlow, H. F. (1983). Fundamentals for preparing 
psychology journal articles. Journal of Comparative and 
Physiological Psychology, 55, 893-896.

- Henry, W. A., III. (1990, April 9). Making the grade in 
today's schools. Time, 135, 28-31.

- Kalette, D. (1986, July 21). California town counts town 
to big quake. USA Today, 9, p. A1.



Other examples

Harvard writing format:
Author’s last name, author’s first name, Year of 
Publication, Title (either underlined or italicized), 
Publisher’s name, Publication locale.

Example: Gerald, Albert, 2002, Women & Men: The 
Similar Differences, J&J Publishers, Fresno, CA.

Chicago Manuel Style format:
Last name, First name, title of the Book. City: 
Publisher’s name, Year Published.

Example: James, Henry, The Ambassadors. Rockville: 
Serenity Publishers, 2009



Online guides

 http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/

 http://www.aresearchguide.com/

 http://www.easybib.com/

 http://www.writeawriting.com/

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/
http://www.aresearchguide.com/
http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.writeawriting.com/
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